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Purpose:

· To collaborate with peers to read and study a novel

· To think critically about the themes presented in literature and ask a “Big Question”

· To answer this question creatively by writing and designing performance pieces

· To communicate your answers through a 45 minute performance

Process:

1. Read a novel in a small group.

2. Establish a “Big Question” – an inquiry question based on the themes and issues you find in your novel.

3. Develop six possible answers (scenes) to your question – all different, but equally true.
4. Write six scripts, each one dramatizing one of your possible answers.

a. For three of these, use research and your experiences to shape the story

b. For three of these, use inspiration from the novel to create new material

5. Create and write a “frame” to hold your performance together and transition between scenes.
6. Cast, design, stage, and rehearse your scripts so that they become a cohesive, polished, memorized 45- minute performance.

7. Perform for the class on your assigned day. Include a brief introduction to share a short synopsis of your book and explain your “Big Question”,  and a conclusion to recap your answers and explain your choices. Be prepared to answer questions from the class.

Responsibilities: Each group member will

1. Read the chosen book completely.

2. Write at least one script – some will need to write two.

3. Choose one role and fulfill the responsibilities of that role.

4. Perform in the docudrama.

Some of your mark is based on process, and some is based on product. You will need to fulfill all of your responsibilities to do well on this assignment. Also, because this is a group assignment, your groups members’ success also depends on your commitment and follow-through.  Make sure you do what you say you will.

Portfolio Assessment criteria:

The work you do throughout the docudrama is meant to build on the knowledge, skills and strategies you have been practicing throughout this course. Because it is a complex process, you will need to collect evidence to demonstrate your achievement.
Compile a portfolio of evidence and include it in a separate section in your group binder.  As you work, consider the following questions:
1. How will you show me that you UNDERSTAND the big ideas that appear in your novel?

2. How will you show me how you have been THINKING about the big ideas in your novel?

3. Which COMMUNICATION skills have you developed? How can I see proof of this achievement?

4. What knowledge, skills and strategies from other contexts have you APPLIED in this unit? How can I see proof of this?

	Assessment Criteria – 


	
	

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Level
	Mark

	demonstrates clear knowledge of themes as they appear in the novel 
& as they apply beyond the novel
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	/20

	choices are justified with considerable reference to the novel
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	demonstrates a clear understanding of the connection between themes
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	Thinking
	
	

	develops a meaningful question that insightfully connects at least two themes
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	/20

	designs well-balanced, objective & creative dramatic structures that allow for the exploration of answers to the inquiry question
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	Communication
	
	

	final product integrates content and form with considerable success
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	/20

	unifies the presentation with creative and effective transitions
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	conveys ideas through the use of voice and movement techniques with considerable effectiveness
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	delivers scripts and transitions that appear to be rehearsed and memorized with few lapses
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	uses a variety of forms of technology and successfully communicates ideas to the audience
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	Application
	
	

	uses technology with considerable effectiveness
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	/20

	applies knowledge of stagecraft with considerable effect
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	designs a set with considerable relevance & purpose
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	

	facilitates understanding through appropriate use of props and costumes with considerable success
	R  1  2  3  4  4+
	


Portfolio checklist
How will you show me that you UNDERSTAND the big ideas that appear in your novel?

How will you show me how you have been THINKING about the big ideas in your novel?

Which COMMUNICATION skills have you developed? How can I see proof of this achievement?

What knowledge, skills and strategies from other contexts have you APPLIED in this unit? How can I see proof of this?

