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You will form a group of three to create a group oral essay on the second class novel.  As a group select ONE short passage from “The Heart of Darkness” (no less than one page, no more than two).  Each group member is responsible for analysing the passage through a different critical lens.  Please note ONE of the FOUR lenses will NOT be used:  

(1) Reader Response Critic  __________________________________________

(2) Psychoanalytical Critic  __________________________________________

(3) Post-Colonial Critic  __________________________________________

(4) Feminist Critic  __________________________________________

You will collectively write your introduction and conclusion,  and agree upon the classic theme under discussion,  but each group member will write one body paragraph analyzing the passage as their chosen critic.  The idea is to highlight how your selection is a microcosmic representation/exploration of the big ideas, the macrocosm, of the text.  You may use a PowerPoint, Prezi, Haiku Deck, or create a short video to help your group present your essay.  The presentation should be between 7 and 10 minutes long.
Passage:  ______________________________________________________

Classic Theme: __________________________________________________
This assignment has three primary objectives.

1. The assignment encourages you to be a better and more careful reader.

2. It asks you to employ the tools you have been taught during previous units in the course: analysis of speaker, diction, figurative language, sound, and genre to name a few.

3. It engages you in the act of synthesis. Even as you divide the passage into its composite elements, you will want to discuss how those elements come together to form a whole. As writer Diane Hacker points out, division--like classification--should be made "according to some principle": she notes, "to divide a tree into roots, trunk, branches, and leaves makes sense; to list its components as branches, wood, water, and sap does not, for the categories overlap" (and seem random and disconnected). Your essay should reveal how the parts of the passage, like the parts of a tree, relate and form a totality.

Requirements: What must a Close Reading Essay Have?

1. A thesis that is an assertion about the meaning and function of the text. It must be something you can argue for and prove in your essay.
2. A controlling idea that reflects each type of critic and his/her method of interpreting the passage.
3. Evidence from the text. What specific words or phrases led you to have the ideas you express? Quote them.

4. Analysis of that evidence. If the work were self-evident you could just turn in the whole play as your proof. Literally thousands of people have had thousands of different ideas about the words or details you mention. Explain how you arrived at your ideas.
Please see my teacher page for additional documents and presentations on each type of critic.
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	Performance Criteria for the Essay Outline
	
	Marks

	Knowledge & Understanding
	
	/15

	· you demonstrate a knowledge of content (e.g., forms of text; strategies used when reading, writing, and viewing and representing; elements of style; literary terminology, concepts, and theories; language conventions)
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	

	· you demonstrate an understanding of content (e.g., concepts; ideas; opinions; relationships among facts, ideas, concepts, and themes)
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	

	Thinking & Inquiry
	
	/15

	· you use a variety of processing skills (e.g., drawing inferences, interpreting, analysing, synthesizing, and evaluating)
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	

	· you form significant conclusions and provide sufficient evidence to support and explain your ideas
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	

	· you organize and revise your writing, using a variety of literary, informational, and graphic forms and stylistic elements appropriate for the formal literary essay to ensure fluent communication of ideas
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	

	Communication
	
	/15

	· you use a wide range of descriptive and evocative words, phrases, and expressions precisely and imaginatively to make your comparison writing clear, vivid, and compelling for their intended audience
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	

	· you write in complete sentences (intro. & concl.) that communicate your meaning clearly and effectively, skilfully varying sentence type, structure, and length to suit different purposes and making smooth and logical transitions between ideas
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	

	Application
	
	/15

	· you provide evidence that you use editing, proofreading, and publishing skills and strategies, and knowledge of language conventions, to correct errors, refine expression, and present work effectively
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	

	· you cite your sources correctly using MLA format
	R     1     2     3     4-    4    4+
	


Use this rubric like a checklist to be sure that you have included multiple demonstrations of each of the required skills.
