Approaches to Reading Poetry Aloud

1. Unison:  Everyone in the class reads together.

2. Line-a-student:  Each line or part of a line is spoken by a different student.

3. Antiphonal:  Groups composed of heavy and light voices speak to each other (call and response).

4. Cumulative:  Several individuals or small groups add their voices to the original group by joining in on cue.

5. Refrain:  An individual or small group tells the story while the class members repeat key words, key lines, or a section of the poem that consistently appears over and over.

6. Parts:  Several individuals or small groups prepare a selection in which each group is responsible for reading certain portions.

7. Reader's Theatre:  A group dramatically presents material not originally written for performance.  Some suggestions for presentation are:

· Readers sit at various heights with readers facing different directions.

· Readers can stand in a row with backs to the audience.  Whoever is to speak faces the audience then returns to the original position.

· Readers can face the audience.  Each speaker steps forward to say his/her lines, then steps back to the original position.

· Action or physical movement is merely suggested.  Voices, gestures, and facial expressions project the mood.
