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You are to write a five paragraph essay on your class novel in which you pick ONE character and explore how they overcome a difficulty to triumph or to learn a valuable lesson.  Then you will take a position in your thesis statement on your character’s difficulty and triumph/lesson learned.  Finally, you will make connections between the character’s experiences and growth and a relevant literary, real world, or personal situation to develop a deeper understanding of one of the novel’s themes.
	Performance

Criteria
	
	Mark

	Knowledge
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates knowledge of text (characters, events, conflicts, setting, imagery & symbolism)
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	/15


	understanding of relationships between themes (big ideas) and specific relevant supporting examples 
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	

	Understanding of essay purpose and structure (thesis, controlling ideas, points, proofs, explanations)
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	

	Thinking
	
	
	
	
	
	

	planning & selecting ideas, points, & proofs (brainstorms, creates three graphic organizers)
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	/15

	Selects, uses and explains multiple explicit and implicit  quotations
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	

	use of introduction, body, & conclusion to structure essay and paragraphs in a clear, significant and relevant manner (essay outline)
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	

	Communication
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expresses and organizes ideas clearly and logically through varied sentence structure and appropriate 
vocabulary and tone
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	/15

	uses of accurate and effective language conventions
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	

	uses transition words to make relevant, thoughtful connections
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	

	Application
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Uses correct MLA format, embeds citations, and includes a works cited page
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	/15

	Revises, edits, and proofreads at least two rough drafts to improve clarity, meaning, and structure (evidence of both peer and self editing)
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	

	Makes connections to literature, real world, or self that deepens understanding of the themes
	R  1  2  3  4-  4  4+
	


	Performance
	Task-Specific Work Descriptors

	Level 4 — Excellent

    80-100%
	relevant, original, sophisticated, insightful, complex, complete, highly successful, articulate, very clear, precise, well organized, expertly constructed

	Level 3 — Good
    70-79%
	relevant, appropriate, complete, detailed, thorough, focused, accurate, clear, organized, successful, well-constructed

	Level 2 — Inconsistent

    60-69%
	somewhat relevant, adequate, incomplete, somewhat detailed, partially accurate, fairly clear and organized, somewhat successful, satisfactorily constructed

	Level 1 — Limited

    50-59%
	inappropriate, few details, simplistic, inaccurate, unclear, minimal, unsuccessful, poorly constructed, inadequate, incomplete

	Level R — Remediation Required

    <50%
	completely inadequate, insufficient, minimal, unsuccessful ( does not satisfy question or address criteria


